KNUCKLING DOWN < 


Chesapeake man preps for first legal 
bare-knuckle fight in U.S. in 130 years 


VIRGINIA WESLEYAN WINS 
NATIONAL SOFTBALL TITLE 
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Hurricane Maria’s 
official government 
death toll in Puerto Rico 


A new Harvard study 
suggests the toll was 
much higher. PAGE 4 
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Media giant buys Pilot 


After more than a 
century of ownership, 
Norfolk family sells 
The Virginian-Pilot for 
$34 million to Tronc 

By Elisha Sauers, Kimberly 


Pierceall and Robyn Sidersky 
The Virginian-Pilot 


NORFOLK 

The Batten family, which has 
owned The Virginian-Pilot for 
more than a century, sold the 
newspaper and its associated 
businesses to Chicago-based 
media conglomerate Tronc for 
$34 million. 

Employees of the South 
Hampton Roads newspaper 
learned of the sale, which closed 
Sunday, through a Tronc news 
release circulated on the inter- 
net Tuesday morning, just be- 
fore the stock market opened. 

Tronc, formerly known as Tri- 
bune Publishing, is a publicly 
traded company that owns the 
Daily Press in Newport News, 
as well as The Baltimore Sun, 
The Chicago Tribune and The 
Orlando Sentinel, among other 
large media outlets nationwide. 

The acquisition includes In- 
side Business and Style Week- 
ly. It also involves The Pilot’s 
properties, such as the down- 
town Norfolk headquarters, at 
150 W. Brambleton Ave., and the 
printing plant in Virginia Beach. 

Details on how the new 


See SOLD, PAGE 6 


Frank Batten Jr., left, CEO, president and chairman of Dominion 
Enterprises Inc., tells The Virginian-Pilot employees that the paper has 
been sold to a Chicago-based newspaper publisher. 


the company Tronc, formerly knownas 
Tribune Publishing, owns metropolitan papers in 
Chicago, New York, Baltimore and Orlando. It also 
owns the Daily Press of Newport News. 


the acquisition The $34 million purchase 
includes The Virginian-Pilot and its subsidiary 
publications and two properties: the main office 
in downtown Norfolk and Virginia Beach facility. 


THE N. PHAM PHOTOS | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 


Tronc Chairman and CEO Justin Dearborn, in Norfolk on Tuesday, 
welcomes The Virginian-Pilot’s employees to the Tronc company after 


it purchased the newspaper over the holiday weekend. 


MORE COVERAGE ON PAGE 7 
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Harry Minium 


of The Virginian-Pilot came 
to an end on Sunday, but its 
legacy in Hampton Roads 
continues to run deep. 


The Batten family’s ownership 


) Roger Chesley 
EP i Don’t call this a merger. But 
P 4}. The Pilot and Daily Press 
& 7 - now under the same 
Y parent company - might be 
working closely together. 


ABC cancels 
“Roseanne” 
after star’s 

racist tweet 


Roseanne Barr apologized for 
suggesting that former White 
House adviser Valerie Jarrett, 
who is black, is a product of the 
Muslim Brotherhood and the 
“Planet of the Apes.” 


From wire reports 


ABC on Tuesday abruptly 
canceled top-rated show “Rose- 
anne” after a series of racist 
tweets by its star, Roseanne 
Barr, bringing an end to one 
of Hollywood’s boldest efforts 
to reach out to red-state view- 
ers in the Donald Trump era. 

“Roseanne” was one of net- 
work television’s most success- 
ful but turbulent partnerships, 
producing a weekly parade of 
millions of viewers but also 
creating a host of headaches 
for the Disney-owned network. 
The show spurred debate over 
the title character’s support for 
President Donald Trump and 
Barr’s history of incendiary 
statements. 

The decision to cancel the 
sitcom came after Barr sent 
out a tweet late Monday refer- 
ring to Barack Obama adviser 
Valerie Jarrett, who is black. 


See ROSEANNE, PAGE 12 


By Mike Connors 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 


Parents with children at Virginia Beach 
Middle School were recently warned about 
a small, innocent-looking object that could 
cause big problems. 

Principal Sandra Brown sent an email 
alert about vaping devices, or electronic 
cigarettes — products sometimes billed as 
alternatives to smoking — with Juuls being 
one of the hottest products. 

The items might appear harmless because 
they look like a USB stick. 


STEVEN SENNE | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


not so innocuous Health and education officials are raising alarms over wide underage 
use of e-cigarettes and other vaping products. The devices, some of which look like USB sticks, 
heat liquid into an inhalable vapor that’s sold in flavors like mango and mint — and often with the 
addictive drug nicotine. And their popularity is rising. 


They might look harmless, but 
vaping devices arent allowed 
at school, Beach principal says 


But in her letter, Brown delivered a stern 
message: “These are not allowed in school 
under any circumstances.” 

Teachers have been told to be vigilant 
about looking for vapes, the email said. If 
one is found, it will be confiscated. Admin- 
istrators will then decide the consequences. 

Electronic cigarettes are battery-operat- 
ed devices with liquid-filled containers that 
can include nicotine, flavorings and other 
chemicals. When heated, the liquid turns 
into a vapor that is inhaled. 

So why are these little devices such a 


See VAPING, PAGE 11 


TCC’s 28 percent 
enrollment drop 
since 2011 among 
largest in state 


To help close its $8.5M budget 
gap, the community college has 
endured two rounds of layoffs 


By Amy Poulter | The Virginian-Pilot 


NORFOLK 

The number of students enrolled in Vir- 
ginia’s community colleges has fallen by 
16.4 percent since 2011, according to data 
from the State Council for Higher Educa- 
tion of Virginia. 

Tidewater Community College has fallen 
about 28 percent -the sixth-largest drop of 
the state’s 23 community colleges. 

Why is the college among those expe- 
riencing the largest losses? Sharon Mor- 
rissey, vice chancellor for academic ser- 
vices and research at Virginia Community 
College Systems, said she’s not sure. 

“We’ve been asking the same question,” 
she said. 

The college recently pointed to enroll- 
ment declines as the source of financial 


See ENROLLMENT, PAGE 12 
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EXPANSION 
IN STATE? 


Lawmakers are 
expected to finalize 
state budget that 
is likely to widen 
Medicaid eligibility. 


PAGE 2 


showers, 
a heavy storm 


Highs: low 8Os. 
Lows: low 7Os. 


Details on the back 
page of Sports 
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